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Compline is an ancient form of night prayer going back over a thousand years. Literally 
meaning ‘completion’, it is a beautiful service of contemplation and reflection for people 
of all faiths and none to mark the end of the day. 
 
As we seek to recover from the challenging experience of this COVID-19 outbreak, we 
hope this very special service brings peace to many and, through your generous 
donations, enables us to assist our choirs in continuing to share the joy of music with all 
who wish to listen or participate. 
 
The service will be released online on Thursday 18 March at 8.30pm on 
www.cathedralmusictrust.org.uk.  
 
The service is sung by cathedral Lay Clerks from across the UK. 
 
The Officiant is the Reverend Lucy Winkett, Rector of St James’s Church, Piccadilly. 
 
The Cantor is Roderick Williams, former Chorister at Christ Church, Oxford and Choral 
Scholar at Magdalen College, Oxford. 
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WELCOME 
 
 
INTROIT: TOGETHER IN UNITY 
 
 Look how good a thing it is for people to live together in unity! 
 God gives us his blessing and life for evermore. 
 

Music: Bob Chilcott 
Words: based on Psalm 133 vv. 1, 4 

 
 
PREPARATION 
 
 The Lord almighty grant us a quiet night and a perfect end. 
 Amen. 
 

Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, 
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: 

 whom resist, steadfast in the faith. 
 
 But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
 Our help is in the name of the Lord 
 who hath made heaven and earth. 
 
A period of silence for reflection follows. 
 
 We confess 
 to God almighty, 
 the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost, 

that we have sinned in thought, word and deed, 
through our own grievous fault. 
Wherefore we pray God to have mercy upon us. 
  
Almighty God, have mercy upon us, 
forgive us all our sins and deliver us from all evil, 
confirm and strengthen us in all goodness, 
and bring us to life everlasting; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   
Amen. 

 
May the almighty and merciful Lord grant unto you pardon and remission of 
all your sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of the 
Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
 
  



PRECES 
 
 O God, make speed to save us. 
 O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. 

Amen. 
 
 Praise ye the Lord. 
 The Lord’s name be praised. 
 
 
HYMN: TE LUCIS ANTE TERMINUM 
 

Before the ending of the day, 
creator of the world, we pray 
that with thy wonted favour thou 
wouldst be our guard and keeper now. 
 
From all ill dreams defend our eyes, 
from nightly fears and fantasies; 
tread underfoot our ghostly foe, 
that no pollution we may know. 

 
O Father that we ask be done, 
through Jesus Christ thine only Son; 
who, with the Holy Ghost and thee, 
doth live and reign eternally. 
Amen. 

 
 
PSALMODY 
 
ANTIPHON 
 
 Have mercy upon me O God, and hearken unto my prayer. 
 
PSALM 134 
 
1 Behold now, praise the Lord: all ye servants of the Lord; 
2  Ye that by night stand in the house of the Lord: even in the courts of the  

  house of our God. 
3 Lift up your hands in the sanctuary: and praise the Lord. 
4 The Lord that made heaven and earth: give thee blessing out of Sion. 
 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. 
Amen. 



 
ANTIPHON 
 
 Have mercy upon me O God, and hearken unto my prayer. 
 
 
READING 
 
Read by Eddie Redmayne, former Choral Scholar at Trinity College, Cambridge. 
 

And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding 
out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. In the midst of the street of it, and 
on either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve 
manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the 
tree were for the healing of the nations. And there shall be no more curse: 
but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall 
serve him: And they shall see his face; and his name shall be in their 
foreheads. And there shall be no night there; and they need no candle, 
neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall 
reign for ever and ever. 

 
Revelation 22. 1–5, KJV 

 
 
RESPONSORY 
 
 Into thy hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 
 Into thy hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 
 
 For thou hast redeemed me, O Lord thou God of truth. 
 I commend my spirit. 
 
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
 Into thy hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 
 
 Keep me as the apple of an eye. 
 Hide me under the shadow of thy wings. 
 
 
NUNC DIMITTIS (SONG OF SIMEON) 
 
ANTIPHON 
 
 Preserve us, O Lord, while waking, and guard us while sleeping, 
 that awake we may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace.  



NUNC DIMITTIS 
 

Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: according to thy word. 
For mine eyes have seen: thy salvation. 
Which thou hast prepared: before the face of all people. 
To be a light to lighten the gentiles: and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. 
Amen. 

 
 Music: Joanna Marsh 

 
ANTIPHON 
 
 Preserve us, O Lord, while waking, and guard us while sleeping, 
 that awake we may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace. 
 
 
PRAYERS 
 
KYRIE AND LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Lord have mercy upon us. Lord have mercy upon us. 
Christ have mercy upon us. Christ have mercy upon us. 
Lord have mercy upon us. Lord have mercy upon us. 
 
Our Father, 
which art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done,  
in earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive them that trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
But deliver us from evil. Amen. 

 
FIRST AND SECOND RESPONDS 
 

Blessed art thou, Lord God of our fathers: 
to be praised and glorified above all for ever. 
 
Let us bless the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost: 
let us praise Him and magnify Him for ever. 

 
Blessed art thou, O Lord, in the firmament of heaven: 
to be praised and glorified above all for ever. 
The almighty and most merciful Lord guard us and give us his blessing. 
Amen. 



Wilt thou not turn again and quicken us; 
that thy people may rejoice in thee? 

 
O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us; 
and grant us thy salvation. 

 
Vouchsafe, O Lord to keep us this night without sin: 
O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us. 

 
O Lord, hear our prayer; 
and let our cry come unto thee. 

 
COLLECTS 
 

Let us pray. 
 
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy 
defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only 
Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

 
O God, your unfailing providence sustains the world we live in and the life 
we live: Watch over those, both night and day, who work while others sleep, 
and grant that we may never forget that our common life depends upon each 
other’s toil; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 
CONCLUSION 
 

We will lay us down in peace and take our rest. 
For it is thou, Lord, only that makest us dwell in safety. 

 
Abide with us, O Lord, 
for it is toward evening and the day is far spent. 

 
As the watchmen look for the morning, 
so do we look for thee, O Christ. 

 
The Lord be with you. 
And with thy Spirit. 

 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
BLESSING 
 

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost, 
bless us and preserve us. 

 Amen. 



ANTHEM: TE LUCIS ANTE TERMINUM 
 

Te lucis ante terminum, 
rerum Creator, poscimus, 
ut solita clementia 
sis praesul ad custodiam. 
 
Procul recedant somnia, 
et noctium phantasmata: 
hostemque nostrum comprime, 
ne polluantur corpora 
 
Praesta, Pater omnipotens 
per Jesum Christum Dominum 
qui tecum in perpetuum 
regnat cum Sancto Spiritu. 
Amen. 

Before the ending of the day, 
creator of the world, we pray 
that with thy wonted favour thou 
wouldst be our guard and keeper now. 
 
From all ill dreams defend our eyes, 
from nightly fears and fantasies; 
tread underfoot our ghostly foe, 
that no pollution we may know. 
 
O Father that we ask be done, 
through Jesus Christ thine only Son; 
who, with the Holy Ghost and thee, 
doth live and reign eternally.  
Amen. 

 
Music: Paul Mealor 

Soloists: Robin Blaze (counter-tenor), Simon Wall (tenor) 
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Altos 
Stephen Abbott – Salisbury Cathedral 
Julie Barnes – Coventry Cathedral 
Sam Bayliss – Hereford Cathedral 
Robin Blaze – Westminster Abbey 
Paul-Ethan Bright – Truro Cathedral 
Patrick Craig – St Paul’s Cathedral 
Alison Daniels – Ely cathedral 
Carris Jones – St Paul's Cathedral 
David Lewis – St Mary's Episcopal Cathedral, Edinburgh 
Gavin Oddy – Chelmsford Cathedral 
Tony Price – St Albans Cathedral Choir 
Erik Sharman – Southwell Minster 
 
Tenors 
Matthew Butt – Chelmsford Cathedral 
Sam Corkin – Canterbury Cathedral 
Mark Darling – Ely Cathedral 
Andrew Hayman – Winchester Cathedral 
Chris Hull – Newcastle Cathedral 
Sam Madden – Ely Cathedral 
Adam Tunnicliffe – St Paul's Cathedral 
Simon Wall – Westminster Abbey 
David Werry – Lichfield Cathedral 
Ed Williamson –Chichester Cathedral 
Paul Young – Canterbury Cathedral 



Basses 
Ed Ballard – St Paul’s Cathedral 
Matthew Clark – Gloucester Cathedral 
Ben Cooper – Winchester Cathedral 
Peter Fletcher – Brecon Cathedral 
Edward Grint – St Paul’s Cathedral 
Marcus Groundwater – Ripon Cathedral 
Michael Hoy – Cathedral Isle of Man (St German's, Peel) 
Harley Jones – Ely Cathedral 
Andrew Kidd – Wells Cathedral 
Jonathan Midgley – Ely Cathedral 
Martin Oxenham – St Paul's Cathedral 
Julian Rippon – Exeter Cathedral  
Guy Turner – Southwell Cathedral  
Alistair Watson – Salisbury Cathedral 
 
With thanks to 
Queen’s College, Cambridge  
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Paul Mealor 
Benjamin Morris 
 
Audio Editor 
Ben Leigh-Grosart 
 
Video Editor 
Matt Norriss 
 
Musical Directors & Editors 
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Administrator 
Jane Kemp 
 
Project Coordinator 
Natasha Morris 
 


